WHAT ABOUT THE DOMINIONS?
unity to divert their trade into what they con-
sidered less profitable channels would create dis-
loyalty, in Ireland bitter indignation. Finally the
only thing to be said of the Conservative Govern-
ment's last idea of cementing the empire by an
Empire Dole, that is by spending something like
a million a year in advertising its products and
preaching economic patriotism, is that it is a
piece either of childishness or of jobbery.
Thus it would appear that the economic
method for consolidating the empire by form-
ing it into an economic unity also can hardly
succeed. It may have been possible once, and
probably was, but what was probably the last
opportunity of realizing it was lost when Joseph
Chamberlain's tariff reform agitation took the
wrong turn. It seems a great pity that he laid
the chief stress on protection, and not on the
customs union of the empire. For now it seems
to be too late. Thus, wherever we look and what-
ever we attempt, the centrifugal economic forces
in the empire are gaining, and seem certain to
disrupt or dissolve it, even if it escapes political
disaster and social revolution.
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